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Presidents Note

Our Club welcomed 2020 with energy and vigour and we all looked
forward to another successful year. However Nature had her own plans
and we quickly realised that 2020 would be a year like no other!

Yet in the face of this challenge our Club managed to rally and complete
all set programme action as well as introduce some new projects. This is
testament to our resilience and strength.

We are also very excited at what the future holds for Soroptimism on
the African continent with the formation of SIAF and are very keen to be
a major part of what that looks like. Africa has an energy and vibrancy
that cannot be matched which is exciting beyond measure.

This newsletter highlights our work and our Clubs commitment to
Soroptimism. | truly believe that the work we do transforms lives and |
am proud to be a part of it!

Jennene Naidu
S| Durban President




Back to School Campaign
SI Durban secured a sponsor for 100 pairs of school shoes and
fundraised in order to purchase stationary for deserving kids.

COVID Appeal

We sent out a call for funds to purchase masks and sanitizers for
distribution to old age homes in our community! Through this
initiative, we managed to donate 1000 face masks and 200 hand
sanitizers.

Our second initiative came after being made aware of a women'’s
shelter in the Glenwood area who were in urgent need of feminine
hygiene products or ‘comfort packs”. A donation of R5000 was made
by our Club for the purchase of these items which included soap,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, lotion and sanitary pads.

Our third initiative was identified when SI Durban received a
donation via one of our members of 100 face masks and some hand
sanitizers which we donated to healthcare workers at the
Wentworth Hospital!
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THE STATISTICS IN SOUTH AFRICA ARE GETTING WORSE EVERYDAY!
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Mandela Day Initiative Blanket Drive

Our Club undertook a fundraiser for our Mandela Day Project to
purchase and distribute blankets to those in need as winter sets in in
Durban. A flyer was distributed to raise funds and 150 blankets were
purchased. We were happy to note that we fundraised and met the
total amount required. The blankets were distributed in the Phoenix,
Glenwood and Chatsworth areas.

Breast Cancer Awareness Drive
For the past few years SI Durban has marked Breast Cancer
Awareness Month by delivering cupcakes and some cheer to

patients in cancer wards.

This year we couldn't hand them out ourselves but dropped
off 150 cupcakes to Umhlanga Hospital where they were

distributed to patients.
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16 Days of Action Against Violence of Women & Children - Comfort
Packs

SI Durban once again yielded the call for 16 Days of Activism for No
Violence against Women and Children. We put together 100
Comfort Packs which was distributed to the Victim Empowerment
Centre at the ABH, the Shiloh Rape Crisis Centre, the Sahara
Women'’s Shelter and the KwaMashu Police Station. Our hope is that
these Packs provide these women and children some much needed
comfort in their darkest hours of need.

Women’s Day Project

Our Club supplied the women at the Victim Empowerment Centre
at the Aryan Benevolent Home with care packs of much needed
items e.g.: soaps, shampoos, lotions, deodorants, hand sanitizers
etc. Adult and children's clothes have also been donated. This
initiative is in its 4t year and we will definitely keep up with it.




Jerusalema Dance Challenge for GBV

Our Club decided to join in on the Jeruselema Dance Challenge
but chose to make it our own and dance to stand up against
Gender Based Violence!

We managed to put out an important message. Our video

received great attention online and we also challenged other SI
Clubs to do the same.

Watch
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Fine Young Creatives Competition
We created a competition for the youth. We asked for Poem, Prose

or Poster entries depicting ways that COVID has affected the Planet,
People, Prosperity, Peace or Partnerships. The level of talent and
entries received were amazing and we announced our 6 young
female winners on social media. They each won a R250 gift voucher

and a certificate
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Create a Poster, Poem or Prose on the effect that

COVID-19 has had on
PLANET or PEOPLE or PROSPERITY or PEACE or PARTNERSHIPS

WHO CAN ENTER?
lunior Category: Girls and Boys 8~ 12
Senlor Category: Girls and Boys 13~ 18
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All entries must be submitted via email to t.du
Please Include your Full Name, Age and Contact Number

Closing date is 15th September 2020

GREAT PRIZES UP FOR GRABS

A Prize will be given for the best
POSTER, POEM and PROSE in each category



Prosperity

SI Thanda

One of SI Durban’s flagship projects, SI Thanda, a beautiful handcrafted bear, was ordered by Durban Girls College for their
Grade R learners.

We were also thrilled to collaborate with another stalwart Sl Project Mapula Embroideries
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Wicked Donuts

A partnership with local SA Brand Wicked Donuts has developed with our
Club which has resulted in them donating their delicious donuts to several
primary and high schools via SI Durban.

Thus far over 1000 donuts has been donated and delivered with love to
school learners across Durban.

SI Durban are very grateful to Wicked Donuts for their generous donation




Thank You for being a part of our journey in
2020, a year which will never be forgotten!

Your dedication and sense of social
responsibility is admirable and we are truly
grateful for the support of all our donors,
sponsors and friends!

We wish you all a safe, healthy and prosperous
2021!
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