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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT - ANNISHA SHREE

The past three years as President have been exciting, fulfilling and at times, challenging. SI Dur-
ban continues to focus on projects involving the enhancement of women and children’s lives
through advocacy, action and awareness. Education is a focal point in our projects.

This year we have introduced a new project, which is a university scholarship for a student from
a disadvantaged background. Our self-sustainability and environmental awareness campaigns
are ongoing. Partnerships with other organisations allow us to support various Nutrition Pro-
grammes. The Aged as well as the Challenged also form an integral part of our annual projects.

This year the Durban Club hosted the Soroptimist International South Africa (SISA) Conference.
We had 7 other national clubs attend. This platform allowed us to have an in-depth insight into
the world of Soroptimism. We are grateful for the continued support from the public, friends
and family. Most of all, my appreciation goes to all members whose sheer dedication and enthusiasm, make our Club a
force to reckon with! Their commitment to service projects and fundraising initiatives is indeed inspiring.

It is with great pride that | am going to hand over the reign of SI Durban in 2014 to President-Elect, Yatisha Ramdarie. She
is a dynamic, confident and extremely dedicated woman, who will definitely serve the Club well. Good luck and may the
Club continue to move from strength to strength.

HOPE FARM - OUR FLAGSHIP PROJECT

S| Durban held a successful initiative for our flagship project “Hope Farm”. Andrew,
Rae & Family, are a truly inspirational team, who care for abandoned babies and the
grannies of the Embo Valley.

We collected clothing, nappies, toiletries, toys and linen for the newest addition to
their family, twins, “Tim & Tom”. Although these babies were faced with so many
challenges, they were in such high spirits. It was amazing to see how much the farm
has transformed with the vegetable and herb garden, and so many animals, making
them self-sustainable.

The greatest lesson we learnt from our visit was “To love selflessly and to
always do good”.




CHESHIRE HOMES INTERNATIONAL

LUNCH

On the 8 June 2013, nine members of the Durban Sl Club visited the Sparks
Estate Cheshire Homes. It was a very touching and emotional visit. We
met with Wendy Maharaj, who is in charge of the operations of the Home.
We handed our collection of canned foods to her. She was very grateful
for this donation.

Wendy gave us a tour of the place and also told us about the Home. It is a
registered welfare facility for the mentally and physically handicapped
children.

SI Durban held our International Lunch at
the Oyster Box hotel on the beautiful
Umhlanga Beach.

A wonderful afternoon of laughter,
camaraderie, bonding and of course great
food was had by all.

SRI SARADA DEVI ASHRAM - INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES

NUTRITION PROGRAM MEGASMILE FOUNDATION

Soroptimist International - Durban Club received a donation

of R15 000 from Dr Vijay Jaganath toward the Sri Sarada Devi
Ashram ahead of their Cultural Programme on Saturday 4 A s M L IE
May 2013 held at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. This r o u N D A T

'

money went toward one of their Humanitarian Programmes:
their Nutrition Programme.

The Sri Sarada Devi Ashram's Nutrition Programme plays an
important role in alleviating hunger and suffering amongst In keeping with International Day of M&
the indigent in all communities. Families, SI Durban partnered with |
the MegaSmile Foundation by
Working through schools and organisations, including sponsoring 20 children with new
Soroptimist International-Durban Club, the programme clothes.

reaches the destitute, unemployed, abused and disabled. The
Nutrition Programme serves the underprivileged of the The cost of the clothes was R 50,00
greater Durban area. per child.

The MegaSmile
f Foundation
distributed these
clothes to orphaned
children during the
Easter Weekend.




GUEST
SPEAKERS

Netcare poﬁe to
us about Personal
Branding

R

Member Hannah
Lurie addressed
the membership
on Breast Cancer

MOTHWA HAVEN HOME FOR THE AGED

“LAUGHTER YOGA”

On the 6" of July 2013, SI Durban Club met at Mothwa Haven, home for the aged. The ladies
brought along Cakes, Biscuits and Savouries for high tea.

We invited a
special guest, Su
Haripersad who

held a session of
Laughter Yoga with
all the Grannies and
Grandpas. It was
heart warming to
see the smiles and
to hear the roars of
laughter. Definitely
an event we want |

future.

ADVENTURE INTO WOMENHOOD

Once again this year Sl Durban hosted our “Adventure into Womanhood” on Saturday 11 May 2013, at Durban Girls Secondary
School. This event has fast become one of the highlights on our calendar.
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Even though everyone woke up to a very cold and wet Saturday in Dur-
ban, it did not stop the Show! 80 young ladies together with Members of
SI Durban, teachers and parents arrived to enjoy the morning. 4
Interactive sessions were held, with topics ranging from Self Worth, Self
Image, to Healthy skin and Healthy eating.

Afterwards everyone gathered to enjoy high tea and each young lady
received a Goodie bag filled with wonderful items in line with the theme.
Attendance certificates were also presented.
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WORLD LITERACY DAY -

Our Club continued to support the
Food hamper initiative of Child
Welfare South Africa Duffs Road.

This year 1000 hampers valued at
over R 300 each were distributed to
the indigent. SI Durban was glad to be
a part of the project.

The Club is still eagerly collecting books
for the Library at the Duffs Road

Primary School. We look forward to
the completion of the new library so
that we can help the school to set it

up.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

During World Water Week member,
Julie Hauxwell’s daughters Gabriella and
Annabelle, were Ll
made aware of
how valuable ¥
water is so they
came up with
the idea of print-
ing a booklet of
how to save wa-
ter and they
handed it out to
their local com-
munity.

Member Avitha Ramdarie, an educator,
did a presentation to 450 learners at
their weekly assembly on the impor-
tance of water.

on Durban's beautiful promenade.

Soroptimist International - Durban Club held a Beach Walk on Saturday 9 March

Pamphlets highlighting violence against women and children and the role of
Soroptimists were distributed during this awareness campaign.
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President: Annisha Shree - annisha@shreeprop.com

President Elect: Yatisha Ramdarie - yatishad@gmail.com
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Women inspiring action,
transforming lives

In  January 2013, President Hildah
Mcallen of Sl Bootle in South Lancashire,
England visited Durban. Annie Jaganath,
Jane Naicker & Annisha Shree met with
her and discussed Sl issues over tea.

Margaret Turnbull, of England, a long
time friend of SI Durban took time out of
her busy schedule to meet with us. She
was in South Africa working on her Aids
Project in the Hillcrest Area. It was sig-
nificant that even at such short notice,
our dedicated members turned up with
their smiles and laughter and made the
day. They even managed to discuss
pressing business issues, between sips
of coffee! What a wonderful way to
celebrate Workers' Day.




